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Remembering Holocaust Survivor Sol Gringlas
Document Overview and Purpose
“Remembering Holocaust survivor Sol Gringlas” is a narrative written by the USC Shoah Foundation in 2020 in remembrance of Sol Gringlas, a Polish survivor of both the Nordhausen and Auschwitz concentration camps who passed on at 100 years of age. The narrative is aimed at exploring the encounters of Sol Gringlas before, during, and after the Hitler regime that saw millions of people, including him, being persecuted in several concentration camps across Germany (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Despite being born in a predominantly Jewish community, Sol attended a school where he was exposed to pugnacious treatment from his anti-Semitic age mates, which forced him to drop out of school as a teenager (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Subsequently, Sol joined his older brother’s tailor shop where he worked for several months before the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi) members invaded Poland in 1939 (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Although the Nazis initially allowed Jews to work in return for the guaranteed safety of their families, this changed when the Nazis began to force Jews into camps where they were forced to work under heavy security from Ukrainian security personnel (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). This led to most Jews being separated from their families, which happened to Sol before he got transferred from the camps in Poland to Auschwitz in 1943 (USC Shoah Foundation 2020).
Sol and other captives were transported in overcrowded train carriages for weeks on end without food and unaware of where they were being taken to (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Sol recalls that these carriages were filled with corpses of the captives who died. Sol reached Auschwitz, which was marked by horrific scenes of garments belonging to adult and children captives of all ages who were being murdered in huge numbers every single day (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). At Auschwitz, Sol and the other captives were clothed in uniforms and branded with numbers used to identify them (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). He was later moved to a sub-camp in Buna to work as a tailor, where he luckily met his brother (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). With the dawn of the Second World War, Sol and his brother were transferred to another camp hidden from the Allied forces who were invading Germany (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). However, they were finally saved when American forces invaded the region in 1945 (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Ultimately, Sol moved to the United States after several years in Poland (USC Shoah Foundation 2020).
Author’s Perspective
The author of the article employs the perspective of someone who feels that Sol and the other captives were treated unfairly by the Nazis. This is evident from how the author attempts to evoke an emotional response in the readers aimed at pushing the readers to empathize with Sol and the captives. More specifically, the author employs expressive descriptions throughout the narrative to enable the reader to feel the intended emotions (Gagich and Zickel 2018). For instance, the author specifies that Sol felt “immeasurable happiness” when he reconnected with his brother (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Furthermore, the author consistently employs emotion-laden language in phrases such as “horrifying images” to imply that Sol and the other captives were scared by what they saw when they arrived at Auschwitz (Gagich and Zickel 2018, USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Also, the author generously uses vivid descriptions, such as in pointing out that the floor on which the Jewish captives were inspected was cold (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). These tactics enable the readers to place themselves in the shoes of Sol and the other captives (Gagich and Zickel 2018). By influencing the reader to empathize with Sol and the other captives, the author conveys his belief that they went through an unfortunate experience.
Problems We Might Have in Interpreting the Narrative
However, in interpreting the document, the reader might encounter various problems. For starters, some readers may make wrong assumptions based on a biased interpretation of the narrative. For instance, some readers may conclude that all the Germans are evil simply because the Nazis who orchestrated the mass violence were German. This may occur when the readers’ emotions cloud their objective judgment in analyzing the article. Additionally, some may interpret the narrative as a stunt aimed at negatively painting the Nazis and therefore conclude that the author is inherently biased against the Nazis. Also, the fact that such personal stories cannot be completely verified can make most readers skeptical about the details explained in the article. Such skeptical readers may interpret Sol’s story as a fictional account that does not deserve to be taken seriously.
What the Narrative Tells us About the Subject, the Society in the Narrative, and the Author
The narrative conveys various aspects about Sol. For starters, we can infer that Sol went through much suffering because of his identity as a Jew. More specifically, although he reunited with his brother, he never met the rest of his family members (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Furthermore, the forced labor in concentration camps and the physical harm that he suffered while under the Nazis portray some of the sufferings he went through (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). However, we can also conclude that he was determined to rebuild his life after the experiences he suffered during the Nazi regime, as illustrated in the fact that he moved to the United States to gain employment and begin a family (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). We can also infer that he was willing to share his story to highlight how mass violence can be detrimental to society.
Additionally, the society from which the narrative sprang is portrayed as one that has made various significant strides in maintaining peaceful coexistence among its members. Before the Nazis invaded Poland, the author explains that the community in which Sol was born had some divisions with some of the people supporting anti-Semitic views (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). This even penetrated the schools in the region since Sol was consistently mistreated by his peers in school because they subscribed to anti-Semitic beliefs (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). However, after the Second World War, the unrest in the region and the whole of Poland diminished. This implies that the changes in political scenery after the Second World War diminished the influence of anti-Semitic views in Poland. Consequently, this minimized the injustices that the Jews were subjected to in the region, thereby resulting in a peaceful community.
The narrative also portrays various aspects of war and personal memory. For one, the narrative illustrates that wars can result from ideological differences, such as the anti-Semitic ideologies that led the Nazis to believe that Jews were inferior human beings and therefore deserved to die (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). The narrative also emphasizes that war often has detrimental short and long-term effects on its victims and survivors. While the short-term effects include the massive amounts of casualties and the unnecessary loss of human life, long-term effects include the psychological scars left in its survivors. As such, the personal memories of the individuals who survived unfortunate experiences are capable of retaining certain details from these experiences for years. For instance, Sol remembered specific details about his experiences from decades ago (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Moreover, the narrative shows that our memories are attached to the emotions that we felt during previous encounters. For instance, Sol remembers the exact emotion that he felt during certain events at Auschwitz, such as when he reunited with his brother (USC Shoah Foundation 2020).
We can therefore infer that the author is strongly against any acts of mass violence directed towards certain individuals because of their identity. This is because the author focuses on portraying the pain and other detrimental outcomes that affect the recipients of such acts, as exemplified in Sol’s story (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Essentially, the author attempts to convince us that the massacre of Jews and the inhumane treatment of captives in Nazi camps during Hitler’s regime had disastrous effects due to the millions of lives lost and the emotional and physical damage on the survivors (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). As such, he indirectly pleads with the readers to avoid supporting or taking part in identity-focused mass violence. Also, we can infer that the author believes that stories such as Sol’s have an important place in reminding us to oppose mass violence (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). As such, he concludes with the statement: “Sol will be greatly missed and forever in our memories” (USC Shoah Foundation 2020).
Historical Significance of the Project
The Shoah foundation project is historically significant because it aims to provide authentic transcriptions of personal accounts from individuals who went through certain significant events in history. The personal accounts and stories collected by the foundation provide a rare look into the first-hand experiences of these major historical events as remembered by various individuals. More specifically, the foundation focuses on recollecting stories from individuals who survived some of the most atrocious acts against humanity in histories such as genocides, massacres, and other forms of injustice (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Furthermore, the project specializes in objective research that is aimed at unleashing the potential of testimonies in enhancing our understandings of the circumstances around genocides and the ideologies, beliefs, and decisions that fueled these genocides (USC Shoah Foundation 2020). Also, their research aims to identify the factors that enabled different communities to overcome mass brutality and acts of violence directed towards individuals of a certain identity (USC Shoah Foundation 2020).
Consequently, the project looks to provide an unbiased and factual historical perspective which is important in analyzing the circumstances surrounding major historical acts of mass violence. The emphasis on facts helps to eliminate the possibility of misinformation regarding such historical events. This is essential in allowing us to clearly understand how to avoid making the same choices and subscribing to the same beliefs that resulted in major acts of mass brutality. Furthermore, the project explores how the lives of the survivors of mass brutality were affected by the actions perpetrated against them. This enables us to understand the impact of mass brutality actions on the lives of individuals and the community in general. Moreover, we can learn how to repair the lives of victims and survivors of mass violence.
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